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A Development] of Self Pirected Teacher Training Model
sed"on Constructivism
—Th TALS Teacher Training Model

Aw Guat Poh

(Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group, National Institute of Education,

Nanyang Technologica University 637616, Singapore )

Abstract : There has been a significant increase in the inclination and trend of embracing and learning the
Chinese Language in recent years. Thus, there is a growing demand for Chinese teachers teaching Chi-
nese as a Second Language around the world.

However, the issue of the effectiveness of many teacher-training programs has also been a topic of
great concern. This Paper presents the PETALS Teacher Training Model based on Constructivism, a new
amateur teacher training model adapting the Process Learning Approach, Scaffolding Approach and Ex-
plicit Approach. This model aims to foster classroom teaching awareness in novice teachers along with les-
son planning abilities. The content of the 60-hours” course includes training on both cognitive and meta
cognitive levels. Beginner teachers are trained to teach Chinese language skills, namely listening, speak-
ing, reading and writing skills by adapting the Assessment for Learning approach, the Gradual Release of
Responsibility Model through a pre training, on training and post training self-reflecting and self-regula-
ting procedural learning process. Research findings has shown that the PETALS teacher training Model is
effective and therefore can be used as an example for teacher training model in teaching Chinese as a sec-
ond language.
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