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Learning Motivation and Its Effect on Term Examination Results:
A Study of Elementary Learners of Chinese in China

CHEN Tianxu
(The College of Advanced Chinese Training, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083 China)

Abstract:Based on an investigation of 131 students in the College of Advanced Chinese Training of
BLCU, this paper looks at the learning motivation of elementary — level foreign learners of Chinese in Chi-
na and its effects on term examination results. The main findings are as follows: (i) These students have
very strong learning motivation; (ii) They pay great attention to the learning environment, including
teachers, textbooks and teaching methodologies ; (iii) Among these different learning motivations, the re-
quirement of self — achievement and the need of instruments are most appreciated, whereas the motivation
caused by the need of making friends and the requirement from others are least appreciated; (iv) The
students who got better test results are found to be more interested in the Chinese language itself, as com-
pared to those who performed poorly in the tests, i. e., they reported that they learn Chinese because
their parents, companies, schools, or their countries wanted them to; (v) The students who got better test
results care less about other people’ s evaluation, as contrgsted with those poorly|performing students who
are easily affected by other people’ s evaluation.

Key words : elementary-level ; foreign students; learning npotivation; test results
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