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Yip, M.J., The Tonal Phonology of Chinese. MIT,1980.

Research on Comparison of Stressed and
Unstressed of Double Syllables in Mandarin and Malaysian Chinese

YANG Meiyu & CHEN Yudong
( Communication University of China, Beijing 100024 China)

Abstract : The stressed and unstressed forms of Mandarin have all along been an academic discussion top-
ic and there has been no unified point of view till today. This paper reveals interesting findings on the
difference between stresses of double syllables in Mainland and Malaysian Mandarin, in terms of length
and pitch. The study found out that there are certain differences in the three forms of double syllables of
Mainland Mandarin compared to Malaysian Mandarin. Also, in comparison with Mainland Mandarin, Ma-
laysian Mandarin has some problems with the severity of forms of two—syllable words ~ mainly in terms of
pitch and short duration of contrast, resulting in clarity of forms. Not only does this research help Malay-
sian Chinese speakers to understand, the research also put forward some useful suggestions. For Chinese
teachers, this is a significant development in the field of Chinese teaching.

Key words: Mandarin; Malaysian Mandarin; double syllables; stressed and unstressed form; length;

pitch ; suggestions
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