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The Predict-Complement Structure V-[I[1]
and the semantic bleaching of [ 1]

JING Gaowa & DING Chongming
OCollege of Chinese Language & Culturel] Beijing Normal Universityd Beijing 100875 Chinall

Abstract[Based on the linguistic data of ancient ChineseUthis paper analyzes the formation of the Predi-
cate-Complement Structure V-wan. We believe that V-wan formed no later than the Yuan DynastyOdue to
the semantic generalization of wan and the resulting change of its syntactic position. In additionO it is
proved that the semantic bleaching of wan exists because of the generalization of the verbs in V-wanOthe
syntactic demotion of wan from predicate to complement[] and the function of expressing the completive
aspect as well as the increasing proportion of wan which works as the predicate in background sentences.

Key words[V —wanU Predict-Complement Structure[Jsemantic bleachinglJ grammaticalization
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